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To the NVA 


THREE LETTERS; 


IN WHICH 


A & Srranarion from the Efabliſh- 
ment is fully juſtified; 


The « Charge of sen ISM is refuted and retorted; 


ER AND THE 
CHURCH of England and the CHURC H of 


Jesus Enis, are impartially compared, and 
found to be CONSTITUTIONS of a quite 


Dirrxkzur Naroxk. 
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THE 


D1s8ENTING GENTLEMAN's 


A N SWER 


To the REVEREND 


| thoſe in the preſent Situation of our 


addreſſing to me three long Letters for my Con- 


viction and Edification, Gratitude and good | 


Manners conſtrain me to anſwer. 
As worldy Conſiderations are very ſtrong on 


your Side, [ aſſure you, I have an Ear always 


open to any thing that can ſhew Conformity to be 


my Duty. Diſſenters are not Men of ſo peculiar 
a Turn of Mind, as to love Suffering and Re- 


proach, or to deſpiſe the Dignities, Preferments, 


and lucrative Poſts, to the Amount of Millions 


a Year, which are ſhared among their Fel- 
low-ſubje&s, could they with a good Conſci- 


_ence partake of them, as they have a pal . 


Right to do. 


But, nothwithſlanding this Prejudice i in Fa- ; 
your of your Argument, and all the ingenuity oy 
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publick Affairs: But as you have 
done me the Honour of publickly 
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(4Þ. 
with which you ſet it off, I cannot fay it has 
wrought in me the Conviction you ſeemed to 


hope. So far, Sir, from this, that the more 


-— : 


carefully I examine the Grounds of my Sepa- 


ration, the more thoroughly I am l 
of its Lawfulneſs and Expedience; that tis a 


Debt J owe to Gop, to Liberty, to Truth, and 


an Act of Homage and Allegiance due to 


Cuxlsr, the only Law-giver and King 1 in the 


Church. 


I ſhall not enter upon the ace, on which 
you largely expatiate, who are the beſt Livers, 
Churchmen or Diſſenters? And amongſt which 


the beſt Means for holy living are found ? Let 


the World judge betwixt us. Would to Gop 


| that both of us had greater Reaſon to boaſt ! 


The Controverſy betwixt us, Sir, I apprehend 


may eaſily be brought to a plain and ſhort Iſſue, 
if you will heartily join in it. 
the /ingle Point of the XXth Article of your 
Church, viz. That Tus CHURCH hath Power 
to deere Rites and Ceremonies, 'and Authority in 


It turns upon 


Matters of Faith, For if Tye CuuRcu hath 
really this Authority and Power, then all Ob- 
jections of the Diſſenters about Sponſors, the 


_ Croſs in Baptiſm, kneeling at the Lord's- ſupper, 


and every other Thing, are impertinent and vain: 


The Church having this Authority, ought reve · 


rently to be obeyed. And, if inſtead of two 


or three Ceremonies, it had enjoined two or 


three ſcore; and if to the fhirty- nine Articles 


it had added an hundred beſides, we ought 
| meekly to have bowed down to her ſpiritual 
C N 


1 


cc 


cc 


tad. 
Yuriſdiftion, and to have practiſed and believed 
as the Church had taught and enjoined, 


But, if on the contrary, Sir, the Church 


hath really and in Truth, no Power at all, nor 


Authority of this kind; yea, if Cur1sT, the 


great Lau- giver and King of the Church, hath 


expreſsly commanded that no Power of this 


kind ſhall ever be claimed, or ever be yelded, 


by any of his Followers, then your Church is 


reprehenſible and highly criminal before Go, 
for uſurping this Power : And then the Diſſen- 


ters are juſtified, and will have Honour before 

Gop, for entering their Proteſt againſt ſuch 
<7] Uſurpation ; for aſſerting the Rights and Privi- 
leges of the Chriſtian Church; and /tanding 
faſt in the D wberewith CusT has made 
them free. 
| Our Separation from the Eſtabliſhment you. -- 
are pleaſed to repreſent in very terrifying and 

black Colours, as a Sin of near the firſt Magni- 
tude. © Our Miniſters, you fay, have Guilt 
lying heavily upon them on Account of 


ce their ſchiſmatical and uncatholick Proceed- 


te great Sinners) in throwing off the Authority 


cc 


60 


ings.— They are notoriouſly peccant (i. e. are 


e of thoſe whom they ought to obey and ſub- 
mit themſelves to. Their Conduct is ſuch 
as you challenge all the Wit and Ingenuity 
of the Nation ever to reconcile with holy 
Living. You repreſent them as carnal, evil, 
e and deceitful Workers, diſorderly Walkers, | 
. whom Gop will, undoubtedly, for theſe 
. Things, 
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3 
* Things, bring into Judgment *; and the 
Faithful, far from being permitted to enter 
« into any paſtoral Relation to them, are not 
“ permitted to have any Chri/tian Communion 
« with them; no, not ſo much as any inti- 


* 


nate unneceſſary Acquaintance and Familia- 
* rity with them in common Life ;“ with 
much more to the ſame Purpoſe. 


Yoy ſpeak alſo © of the Lay-diſſnter, as 


% having ſtained his Soul with Guilt ; and 


« of the Doctrine on which our Separation 


is built, as being falſe and dangerous ||, 
* This you wiſh me to lay to Heart, and ſe- 
* riouſly to conſider.” 


I have, according to your Wiſh, Sir, Jain 


it to Heart, and ſerioufly conſidered. The Re- 


ſult of my Conſideration I ſhall now freely 


give you; and in return heartily with, that lay- 
ing afide all Prejudice and wor/dly Attachments, 
you would impartially conſider What is the 
true Nature and Conſtitution of the Chriſtian 
| Church; and what the Allegiance, which, as 
a Subject of Jxsus CHRIST, you owe to Him 
the only Law-giver and King in the Church ; 
who will ſhortly call you'to Account for your 
Conduct in this Reſpect. 


To come then to the Point TRE 1 Rc, 


you fay, and ſolemnly ſubſcribe it, hath Power 
to decree Rites, and Authority in Matters of 
Faith. This is the grand Hinge upon which 
the whole Controverſy turns. No ow here, or, .. 


let me aſk you, ; Finsr, 
* Letter I. Page 82, 83. on Letter II. Page 8. 
'T Lener * Page | 1 Letter III. Fg 390 


_— 


FizsT, HYhat Cnukcu is it, to whom this 


Authority and Power is given! vou will, 


doubtleſs, fay, the Church of England; for the 
| Church of England expreſlly claims and exer- 


ciſes this Power; and you aver and defend it 


in this Exerciſe and Claim: Yea, this is the 
very Baſis on which its whole Frame and Hie- 


rarchy ſtand.* It obliges all its Miniſters to 
| ſubſcribe to Articles of Faith, which it hath 
authoritatively decreed ; and to uſe in religious 


Worſhip Ceremontes and Rites, which it hath 

authoritatively injoined. 

But mind, Sir, I beſeech you, the Conſe- 

quences of this Claim. If the Church of Eng- 
land hath really this Authority and Power; 


hath not the Church of France---the Church of 
Spain---the Church of Rome the very fame? 


Hath England, in this Matter, any Privilege 


from Gop, any ſpiritual Prerogative, any Char- 
ter from Heaven, which its ne:ghbour Countries 


have not? You will not pretend it has, But if 
it has zo Privilege nor Prerogative of this kind, 


then the Church of France, and the Church of 
Rome have alſo, you acknowledge, PowsR 70 


decree Rites and Ceremonies in Gop's Worſhip, 
and AuUTHoRITY in Points of Faith; conſe- 
quently, all the Fopperies and Superſtitions of 


the Romi ſh Church, at leaſt, which cannot be 
proved to be contrary to the Word of Gop, are 
to be reverently ſubmitted to by all the Mem- Io 


bers of that Church, and cordially received. 
But will not your claiming this Power for the 


Church ae overthrow the Reformati on it 


ſelf, ü 
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(8). 
ſelf, and ſubvert the very Frundation of the 
Church you ſeek to eſtabliſh ? For, till you can 


ſhew, why the Church of England is poſſeſſed 


of this Power, but not the Church of Rome ; 
why a Body of acknowledged fallible Men in 


Britain have Authority to make and to enjoin 


Articles of Faith, but not a Body of pretended 


infallible Men at Trent; whence ENGLAND 


came thus ſpiritually-gifted, and endowed be- 
yond all its ne:ghhour Kingdoms---your Sepa- 
ration from the Church of Rome is HAAR of 


a juſt and ſolid Defence. 
To this, perhaps, you will reply— But our 


Church hath expreſily guarded againſt any ſuch 
Abuſe of the Power it claims, by adding in the 


XXth Article —Yet is it not lawful for the 


Church to ordain any Thing that is contrary to 
| Gov's Word written; neither may it ſo ex- 
pound one Place of Scripture that it be repug- 


nant to another. But, upon this, I intreat your 
Patience for theſe two Remarks: | 
iſt, Whatever Ceremony or Rite then can- 


not be ſhewn to be coNTRARY to Gop's Word, 


your Churrch, yea, the Church of Rome hath, 
you acknowledge, full Authority to enjoin : 


Conſequently, as your Church, v Virtue of 
this Authority, hath enjoined the roſs in Bap- 
_ 7iſm, it hath full Power alſo to require you to 
croſs yourſekves, whenever you enter the Place 


of Worſhip, ſay your Prayers, look toward the 
Eaſt, touch the Bible, fit at Meat—It hath full 


| Power to enjoin the Uſe of Salt and Spittle in 


e Chriſm, extreme 8 and an ar 
1 dre 


(9) 


dred other Things, which are no more con- 
IS, 


has every whit as much Power to conſecrate 
the other Element, and to make holy Water, as 


well as Holy Earth; and to order it to be de- 


cently ſprinkled upon its Members {for all 
Things, you know, are to be done decently and 
in Order ) in Token that they ſhall keep 
themſelves pure from Sin: It hath Power to 


conſecrate holy Knives to cut the ſacramental 


Bread; holy Baſins and Ewers for the Prieſts to 


waſh in before the Sacrament, Hol 5 Veſtments 
oly Utenfils, 


and Robes, and a great Variety of 
lighted 74 apers for the Altar, &c. (all Wer 
you know, Sir, was done by your admired Bi- 
ſhop Laud) knocking on the Breaſt, bowing 
IA the Eaſt, Proſtration before the Altar, 


—All theſe, I fay, and innumerable other 
CTeremonies your Church claims Authority and 
Power to enjoin ; for none of theſe can be 
ſhewn to be more contrary to the Word of Gop, 
or to be a whit more ſuperſtitious, ridiculous, 


or abſurd, than the cro/ing at Baptiſm, or the 


©. Sn 
2dly. The Limitation or Guard, which the 


Article ſeems to put upon 7518 Power of the 


Church, is really of no * orce, and amounts to 
: nothing at all. 


For tho! it ſays—That the Church may not 


: erdain any Ti bing CONTRARY 70 Gopy. s Word, 


F 


„ 
1 


trary to Gop's Word than the Croſs in Baptiſm 


As your Church now conſecrates Ground, it 


- 1 oo, ane Tg: 


ſolemn Conſecration of Churches and their Yards. 
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610) 
nor ſo expound one Scripture as to be REPUG- 
NANT fo another : Yet of this Repugnance and 
Contrariety, the CHURCH alone, you will ob- 
ſerve, and not every private Perſon, 1s allowed 
to be the proper Judge: For elſe the Article 
is abſurd; it actually overthrows itſelf ; and 
takes away, with one Hand, what it gives with 
the other. For, if every private Perſon hath 
Authority to judge of the Church's Deciſions, 
and to reed? them, if they appear to him re- 
pugnant to Scripture, then the Church's Au- 
thority in Points of Faith comes to juſt nothing 
at all. It is an Authority to decree, where 
none are bound to ſubmit ; that is, an Autho- 
rity over no Body, an Authority to do nothing. 
But ſuch a ſenſeleſs, unmeaning, impertinent 
on, can never be the Deſign and Import of 
this Article. It does claim therefore for the 
| Church ſome real Authority to ſettle Points of 
Faith ; conſequently, to Points thus authori- 
tatively ſettled by it, private Chriſtians, its 
Members, are reverently to ſubmit, even tho 
1 to their own Judgments they appear repugnant : 
| to the Word of Gop. | . 
This, Sir, muſt be the real Meaning and In- 
tent of the Article, notwithſtanding the re- 
 friftive Clauſe. Accordingly, in Conſequence 
of this Claim, your Church hath author:tatively 
decreed thirty-nine Articles of Faith; and theſe 
it declares to have decreed for the taking away 
Difference of Opinion, and to eſtabliſh an Agree= 
ment in true Religion ®. „ The * Language : 


of 


* Preface to XXXIX Articles, 


(1) 


of Authority. Theſe Articles it lips all its 


Miniſters to ſubſcribe; and our Princes, as 
Heads and Governors af the Church, have au- 


thoritatively forbid its Clergy to preach any 

Thing repugnant to them, and required them 
to frame their Sermons according to the Plan 
here preſcribed. From all which it appears, 


that, notwithſtanding the pretended Limitation, 
there isa real Authority claimed by the Church, 


that is to ſay, by its Governors, to ſettle Points 
of Faith. But if there be fuch Authority really 
veſted in them, then the People are bound 7o 
ſubmit to their Deciſions, and have no Right 
of private Judgment to examine or reject them; 
for there cannot be fu CONTRADICTORY 


Rights ; a Right in Governors to preſcribe, and 


a Right i in Subjects to refufe.— — But if the 
Church of England has really this Authority and 
Right, the Church of Rome had it before her; 
and, as the elder and Mother-church, ought to 
have been obeyed. The Reformation, there- 


fore, as we are wont to call it, was a Rebellion 


againſt Superiors, a Diſobedience to the Autho- 
rity veſted in the Church, and 'ought, as ſuch, 
to be renounced by enn to the Church of 9 


Nome. 


In this Manner, Sir, a Romiſh Prieſt will turn 
_upon the Church of England its own dangerous 


| Artillery ; and by the meer Conceſſions of this 
XXth Article, thouſands of Proſelytes have, no 


doubt, been gained from you. Nor, with all 
your Ingenuity, would you find it eaſy to ward 
off the F orce of ſuch Arguing, ſhould any of 
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the Clergy are to act in all Things under their 
Direction and Controul. The KING and Par- 


vernors, or BisHoes of this Church: Theſe onLY 
have Power to. make or to unmake F orms and 


( 12) 
your Pariſhioners be likely to. be ſeduced. And 
this, perhaps, is the Reaſon why the numerous 
Converts theſe Prieſts are ſaid to make, are ga- 
thered all from your Church ; whereas, from 
amongſt the Diſſenters, you hardly ever hear of | 
one gained. But, 

SEConDLY. I want much to be enlightened 
as to THE PERSONS who are inveſted with his 
Authority and Power. 

You fay, it is the Church : But Io, I pray, ; 
are the Church, in whom this great Power i 8 
lodged? You will 7525 to obſerve well, Sir, 
not the Biſhops and Clergy, who are wont to 
ſpeak of themſelves as our ſpiritual Paſtors ond 
Guides, as being over us in the Lord, as Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries, &c. This Power to 
order the Malice: of Gop's Worſhip, and to 
ſettle Articles of Faith, is 70f at all lodged in 
them, but entirely in the King and PARLIA- 
MENT of theſe Realms. 

You need not be informed, Sir, that all the 


 Chrgy of this Kingdom, with all the Biſhops at 


their Head, have not the leaſt Authority to en- 
join one Ceremony or Rite of Worſhip; or to 
either eſtabliſh or annul one Article of Faith. 


No, but all Power and Juriſdiction relating to 
theſe Matters is lodged chiefly in Lay-bands ; 


*tis ſolely in the Kix G and PARLIAMENT, and 


LIAMENT are in Truth the real Fathers, Go- 


1 Aa 25 . 555 2 8 


Kites 5 


(13) 


Rites of Worſhip, and do authoritatively in- | 
ſtruct and preſcribe to the Clergy what they are 


to believe---in what Manner, and to whom the 
Sacraments are to be given---what Prayers they 
are to offer up---what Doctrines to preach— 
who are to be admitted to the Epiſcopate or 


Prieſihoad, and who to be refuſed by what 


Ceremonies, and Prayers, and Exhortations they 
are to be ſet apart, and conſecrated to their Of- 
fice.— Theſe, with every other Circumſtance 
relating to Religion and the Worſhip of Gop, 


which is authoritatively preſcribed or enjoined 
in your Church, you know, Sir, not the Biſhops 
and Clergy, but the Kin with þis Parliament, 
are the ONL Perſons who have baden ? 


_ enjoined and preſcribed them. = 
The Clergy of the whole Land, in Convo- 


46; 
cc 


BW 


from having any Hand | in the firſt OY our 


A 
* Vide 0 of the Codex, &c. Pag. 114, 148. By. 
the 25th of Hen. VIII. Cap. 19. it is a Prænunire for the 
' Convocation to meet without the King's Writ : And when they 
are met to do any thing without the King's Licence: And then 
no Reſolution of theirs to have the Force of a Canon, unleſs 


the King confirm it. Nor is it then valid, if it be contrarient 


or repugnant to the Laws, Statutes, and Cuſtoms of this 
* Realm, or be to the Damage or Hurt of the Kirg's Prerogative _ 
© royal—And of this the Courts of We ninſtor-Hall muſt judge. 
Hale, in his Analyſis ( Poge 12.) ſays, If eccleſiaſtical Laws 
are not confirmed by Parliament, the King may revoke and 
L annul them at his Will and Pleaſure.” —7Y;de Notes on an An- 


wer to the Examination of the Biſhop of London D Coder. 8 


cation aſſembled, cannot ſo much as attempt 
any Canons or Conſtitutions without the 
5 King Licence. If the King and Clergy 
* make a Canon, tho' it binds the Clergy in re 
« ecclęſiaſtica, yet it does not bind Laymen *.“ 
Yea, fo far, Sir, were the Biſbops and Clergy 
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64 
5 eſtabliſned Church, or in 1 ordering its 
Rites and Articles of F aith, that it was done 
not only w:thout, but in aFual Oppoſition to 


them: © For in the firſt of Q El, the Par- 
Lament alone eſtabliſhed the Queen's Supre- 


* macy and the Common-prayer-book, in ſpite 
4 of all Oppoſition from the Biſhops in the 
„ Houſe of Lords; and the Convocation then 


A - 


* fitting, were ſo far from having any Hand 


* 


© 


in thoſe Church-acs for Reformation, that 


I they preſented to the Parliament ſeveral Pro- 


A 


C Parliament. 


Hence then, Sir, I think you muſt his abſo- 
lutely forced to own (what I know Gentlemen 
of your Robe don't care to hear) viz. That the 


Church of England is really a PARLIAMENTARY 


Church, that it is not properly an Ally, but a 
mere Creature of the State. It depends entire- 


ly upon the As and Authority of PARLIA- 


MENT for its very Eſſence and Frame. The 
Qualifications of its Miniſters, their Power to 
_ officiate, the Manner in which they are to ad- 

miniſter the Sacraments, are all limited and pre- 


ſcribed by Authority of Parliament, and this Au- 


 thority, which at firſt made, can alone alter and 
 new-make it; can aboliſh, or add to its Articles 
or Rites, according to its Pleaſure, even tho” 


| the whole Body of Biſhops and Clergy ever ſo 


much diſlike, or proteſt earneſtly againſt it. 


It is a Point therefore inconteſtible, and abſo- 
: lutely out of Doubt, dat THE CHURCH, your 


* 


N 


vid: Prieftcraft i PerfeRtion, Pref. 3 4. 


poſitions in Behalf of the Tenets of Popery, 
Ni FG uri contrary to the earns. of of the 


E 
Article declares to have this Authority and 
Power here, is the KING and PARLIAMENT 
of theſe Realms; and it is 70 other than they. 
But, 
THIRDLY. The grand Point which yet 
ſticks, and which, without your Afliſtance, I 
ſhall never get over, is, how came the civil 
Magiſtrate by this Authority in the Church of 
CHR1sT ? Who gave him this Power to decree 
Kites in Chriſtian Worſhip, which Chriſt never 
_ decreed; and to make articles of Faith which 
Chriſt never made? Neither CHRIST, nor the 
Apoſtles, ever gave him this Authority; whence 
. . OED 
The Subjection to higher Powers, and Obe- 
dience to Magiſtrates, which the Scriptures en- 
join Chriſtians, relates only to civil, not at all 
to religious Matters: For this obvious Reaſon ; 
that the Magiſtrate at that Time was every 
where Pagan. The Apoſtles therefore inſtead 
of paying, or exhorting Chriſtians to pay, any 


| Subjection to him in religious Affairs, ſtrenu- 
s ouſly exhorted them to renounce and diſavow 
' HU it—to come out from among them and be ſepa- 
8 rate. They were every where, you know, 


Ii, D#ſenters from the eftabliſhed Church. 


i | CHRISTIANITY is fo far from enjoining, 
| that it actually forbids, Obedience to civil Go 
2 vernors in Things of a religious Nature. It 
0 commands us to call no Man upon Earth Fa- 


ther or Maſter *, i. e. to acknowledge no Au- 
thority or Juriſdiction of any in Matters of 


3 Religion, 
3 Matt. xxiii. 8, 9. 1 
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646) 
Religion, but to remember, that ONE, one only 
is our Maſter and Law-giver, even CHRIST ; 


and all Chriſtians are Brethren; i. . ſtand 


upon an equal foot, having no Dominion 
over one another. Tho the Princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they 
who are Great exerciſe Authority upon them, 
yet it ſhall not, our Lok ſays, be Jo among| 


you +. Nay, but your Church replies, in this its 
XXth Article, it ſhall be ſo amongſt us.— There 


are ſome who have Authority over others in 
Matters of Faith. — There are other Mafters 


beſides CurisT. —Fhus the Article and the 
Scripture manifeſtly claſh : Will you be fo good, 
Sir, as to adjuſt the Controverſy betwixt them, 


and tell me which I am to follow. 
The Church is Cur1sT's Kingdom: 4 King- 


dom not of this World : For his voluntary Hu- 
miliation and ſuffering of Death, he is ad- 
vanced to the high Honour of being ſole Laws 
giver, Judge and Sovereign in religious Mat- 
ters, 
Terms of Communion for his Followers or 
Church; and the Terms which He hath fix'd, 
no Man upon Earth, nor Body of Men, have 

. Authority to ſet aſide, to alter or new make. 
And if any Men upon Earth ſhall preſume to 
alter, or new make, Terms of Communion in 
his Church, they are guilty of great Arrogance, 

-- a invade his Authority. and 'Fhrone. But 
2 this, v we FOO is what Ar, have done. 


He only hath Authority to fix the 


{£00 
5145 Mare: XX, 23. 


3 

You will not now receive a Perſon to publick 
Baptiſm or the Lord's-Supper upon the Terms 
on which CHRIST and his Apoſtles would have 
received him. Neither CHRIST nor his Apo- 


files ever made the Sign of the Croſs, or other 


Sporiſors beſides the Parents, neceſſary to a 
Child's Baptiſm ; nor did they ever make 4neel- 


ing a neceſſary Term of receiving the Sacra- 
mental-Supper; but both thoſe you make ne- 


ceſſary Þ. Thus you have taken upon you to 


new model the Church of CurisT, to change 


and ſet aſide his Laws, and to make others in 
„„ 3 


- 


| Now give me leave to aſk you, Sir, by what 


Authority do you preſume to reject thoſe from 


your Church, whom in your Conſcience you 
believe CHRIST and his Apoſtles would have re- 
ceived into theirs? Are you wiſer than they? 
Or is your Church better framed, and more 
perfect than zherrs? If an honeſt and ſincere 
Chriſtian now brings his Child to you to be 
publickly baptized, deſiring it may be done 
without the Sigh of the Croſs, and that himſelf 
may ſtand forth as Surety for its Education; 
would you not refuſe him? Or if he deſired to 
be admitted to the Communion of Chriſtians, 
in the other Sacrament of the Supper, but that 


Ie might not take it Kneeling : Would you | 


0 


ne 
The XXVIIth Canon requires, the Miniſter never wittingly 
to adminiſter the Communion to any, but to ſuch as kneel. The 
XXIXth Canon requires, that no Parent ſhall be urged to be pre- 
ſent at his Child's Baptiſm z nor be admitted to anſwer as Godfa- 
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to the Lord's-T, able, unleſs you will Knee; i. e. 
unleſs you will come in that Poſture, Which 
tho' CuRIST in bis Wiſdom did not think 
5 * oper, . Which WE in our Wiſdom have 


. 
not rejef him? But if the ſame Perſon had 
come to Iꝝxsus CHRIST or the Apoſtles, offering 


himſelf and Child upon the ſame Terms, would 


they not have received him? But how is it, 
Sir, that you take upon you to reject from 


 CayrisT's Family and Church, thoſe whom 


you believe HIMSELF would Fs received? 


Is not this Lording it over Gop's Heritage, and 


uſurping Cur1sT's Throne? Is it not ſetting 
yourſelves up for Law-Makers and Rulers in 
his Kingdom; claiming Homage from his Sub- 


jects? And are not his Faithful Subjects, by 


the Allegiance they owe HIM, obliged to enter 
their Proteſt againſt ſuch Uſurpation, and to 


and faſt in the Huber Wer EWILD CHRIST 


has ſet them free? 
Where then, let me appeal to your own ſo- 


ber Judgment, does the Guilt of Schiſin lie: 
Upon you or upon ? Upon us, who offer bur 
ſelves to Communion in your Church upon the 
Terms which CHRIST appointed, and are ready 


to do every Thing which CuR1sT has com- 
manded : Or upon you, who abſolutely” Ec 


us, unleſs, beſides what CuRIST hath order'd, 
we will ſubmit. alſo to ſome Orders and De- 
vices of your G71 + We come as the Lord 5 
Servants, and deſire to eat at the Lord -T, able, 
with reverent Submiſſion to all bis Appoint- 


ments. Nay but, fay you, you ſhall not come 


5 


46 


(19). 
thought proper fo ordain. In other Words; 
unleſs beſides being ChRIST's Servants, you 
will alſo be ours; and pay Subjection to our 


Inſtitution and Authority! in this religious Rite. 


This, Sir, is the true State of the Contro- 
veuly betwixt us : Judge now, I pray you, with 


the Impartiality of a Chriſtian, who makes the 


Schiſm, and who has reaſon to fear being 


brought into Judgment, by the great Law-giver 
of the Church, for the unhappy Breach which 
ſubſiſts.—Let a great Prelate who at preſent 

_ adorns one of the higheſt Stations of your = 

Church be heard as Judge betwixt us.--- © In 
Fall other Societies, the expreſs Will of the 
Founder, and the Terms of Fellowſhip and 

„ Communion which be has laid down, are 


* accounted ſacred. In all other Kingdoms 


© the Will of the ſupreme Power is a Law. 


cc 


No one pretends, or dares pretend, to make 


“ Laws of equal Force with his. How hard 
<« then is the Fate of the Chriſtian Church, or 
of the Kingdom of CinisT, when his Will 
“is declared inſuſicient, and the invented 

Words and Deciſions of his Subjects are made 


co- ordinate with his own, equally excluſive 


of others of his Subjects from the Commu- 
* nion of their Fellow- Subjects! And how 
„ hard is the Fate of thoſe Believers in him, 


*' who deſire Communion upon the Terms GoD 


 * has preſcribed, to be excluded by the Words 
of Men; by the Inventions of Men, im- 
c poſed upon them for his Precepts ! And how | 


cc 


„ unhappy is the Church, to be reduced by 
-— Wy ſuch Methods within more narrow 
5 c 5 Re lots £0 * Bounds 
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5 Ben - than our LORD kane, 2 con- 
«: new if . | 


But you are in Readineſs 70 retort, and with 


: great Aſſurance tell me, That the Avoidance 


* of Kneeling n//ted upon by our Miniſters, 


is not leſs an Impoſition than your enjoining 
it. That we do really impoſe the Obſervance 
of one particular Gefture _—_ our Commu- 


e regular, unva- 
ried Practice of our Churches; obſerved as 


conſtantly and univerſally amongſt us, as 
Kneeling is amongſt you, — never allowed to 
be departed from; Which our Miniſters re- 
&« guire, inſiſt upon, and refuſe to abate.” 
And you alk me * if one ſhould preſent him- 
« ſelf to take the Sacrament ſtanding, or offer 


cc 


c 


«© to take it on his Knees, whether I don't 


“ think he would undergo ſome ſevere Ex- 
e poſtulations and be plainly told, we had 16 
« ſuch Cuſtom, nor the Churches of Gon, and 8 


c it would not be given him at all +.” 


T believe the World will be ſurprized, Sir, 5 


and that an ingenuous Bluſh will cover your o.]õ m 
Face, when you find that this Account of us 
: , abſolutely without Truth, and quite con- 


trary to Fact. I have ſpent my whole Life 


amongſt the Diſſenters, and am acquainted 

with a great Number of their Churches and 
Miniſters ; but never once, till now, heard that 

| SITTING at the Lord's-Table was ever inſiſted 
on as a Term of Cammunian with them ; > of 


1 that 
* Biſhop of Wincheſter : Poſterip to his Anſwer to Dr. Hart 0 


f tenen, page 254. 


1 Leer II. es 56, 7. 88. Leue LL. Pay 8, 9. 


a Perſon who for many Years has « 
received KNEELING, without the leaſt Offence 


* Table Geſture is moſt commonly uſed *, 3 


letter to Divine in Germany page 11. 


(621) 
that it is their unvaried and univerſal Practice. 
The contrary to this, 


1 s, I know to be Truth. In 
the Church to which I myſelf belong, there is 


1 


Years has conſtantly 


e 


to the Congregation, or any Epoſtylation from 


the Miniſter on that Account. In ſore of our 
Churches, I am well informed, there are ſome 


who receive Standing, ſome Kneeling : In this 


every one amongſt us is left entirely at his Li- 
berty. Tho' the Poſture of Sitting be gene- 


rally thought by us moſt ſuitable to the Com- 
memorati pe- Supper of our LoRD ; inſtituted in- 


ſteag of the Paſchal- Supper of the Jes; and 


moſt agrecable to the Practice of (Rs and 
his Apoſtles, who, without all peradventure, Sat 
around the Table; yet in this we are all left to 


follow freely our own Perſuaſion, Nor is there, 
I believe, amongſt our Miniſters one in five 
| hundred, who would refuſe to give the Sacra- 


ment either Standing or Kneeling to any one 


who thought erther of theſe the fitteſt Poſture 


of receiving. Our Liberty as to this Matter 


you might have ſeen in Baxter's reform'd Li- 


turgy ; Where it is expreſsly faid—* And let 
* none of the People be forced to fit, fland or 
« kneel in the Act of receiving, whoſe Judg- 


c ment is againſt it.” And in Dr. Calamy's brief 


Account, &c. which you appear to have read 
« The Communicants e Proteſtant Diſſen- 
„ters, are AT LIBERTY 70 uſe THEIR OWN 
« Pogruk in the Time of Receiving ; tho a © 


'Thus, 
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Thus, Sir, I have at large conſidered your 
Charge of SCHISM upon the Diſſenters ; and 
hope by this time you begin to think more fa- 


Vvourably of us; and to 7z/ify our Principles 
as truly catholic and generous ; the only Broad- 
Bottom on which the Peace of the Church can 

be ſolidly fixed; and that the Guilt of the Se- 


paration lies wholly on your Church, which in- 
fiſts upon UN CHRISTIAN and UNSCRIPTURAL 
Terms of communicating with it. 

But I hope to finiſh your Conviction, Sir, 


and to wipe off every Speck of the Taint of 


Schiſm from Diſſenters, by calling to your Re- 
membrance your own excellent Definition of 
the Catholic or Chriſtian Church ; and reaſon- 


ing with you on it. The Catholic Church, 


you ſay *, 7s one outward and viſible Society 
« DiviNELY inſtituted ; the moſt admirable and 


I glorious Society under Heaven. — Mind, Sir, 
your own Words; and it will ſoon end the 
Debate. If it he a Society DiviNELY inſti- 


tuted, then whatever Society is not of Divine, 


but of meerly human Inſtitution, is not the 
Church of Chriſt. If it be a Society divinely 


inſtituted, then the Terms of Admiſſion into this 
Society and the Qualifications of its Members 


are divinely fixed, i. e. fixed by the Will and 


Authority of Gop : Whatever viſble Society 
then hath its Terms of Admiſſion and the Qua- 


lifications of its Members Nor divinely fix d, 
fix d only by the Will and * of Men, 
ER Cannot 


* Letter I. page, 5 


* 


1 - 
cannot be the truly Catholic and Clriftian 
Church. 

Now here ſhall I intreat you, Sir, with the 
Impartiality of a Chriſtian, who has nothing 
but Truth and the Will of God in view, to ſtop 

a Moment and compare the CONSTITUTION - 
of the Church of England, and the Cox sr ITu- 
TIN of the Church of Chrift, and ſee if they 

are not Societies of a quite different Frame; 

the one a human, the other a &vine Inſtitu- 
tion; the one reſting entirely on the Authority 
and Will of Men, the other upon the Will and 

Authority of GOD. 

If you enquire after the tte and 

Frame of the Church of 22 where muſt you _ 
look for it? only in the Bible *, But if you en- 
quire after the Conſtitution and Frame of the 

Church of England, where muſt you look for 
that? in the Szarure-book, in the Canons, and 
.  Common-prayer-bock, and in the Codes of the 

- Engliſh-law. =. 
The Church of Cunrsr- is a religious Eſta- 
bliſhment, founded upon he Scriptures, as the 

y only authentic Rule of its Doctrines and Wor- 

« RY fhip; the Church of ENOLANy is a civil Eſta- 

1 bliſhment, founded upon As of Parliament, as 
9 the only authentic Rule of what 1s to be believed 


y and practiſed therein. The one a Hpiritual 

Structure, built upon the Foundation of the 

/ Apoſtles and Prophets, Jesus CHRIST himſelf = 

„ being the chief Corner-ſtone : The other a po- 

+ = litical Strufure, built upon the Foundation 4 — 
| tne | 4 


* The Buble ly is the Religion of Proteſtants. Ch: Hingworth, 


admitted, who ſubmits to The 


Intention, and as a Mean, of diſcriminating = 
and dividing Chriſtians ; and of making a DP. : 
tinftion betwixt one and another. 


C84 . 

the Lords and Commons of the Realm, uE 
Kin, as ſupreme Head, being the chief Cor- 

ner-{tone. ; 3 . | 5 
Into the Church of Chriſt any Perſon may be 
7 erms appointe 

by Chriſi: But into the Church of England, 


he cannot be admitted, except over and above 


theſe, he ſubmits alſo to Terms which human 
Authority hath inſtituted and deviſed. 


In Chrift's Church the Lord's-fupper is ap- 
pointed and uſed onLy for ſpiritual and reli- 


gious Ends; but, in the Church of England, it 
is notoriouſly both inſtituted and uſed for "4 
zical and worldly Ends, to qualify for a Poſt. 


In the former 'twas appointed with Intention, 


and as @ Mean of uniting all Chriſtians ; and 
of deſtroying all Variance and Diſtinctions be- 


twixt them. In the latter tis appointed with 


3 debanch- 


ed or ſcandalouſly wicked Perſon has a Right 


£ 


to come to the Table of the Lord, or to par- 


| take of its Proviſions; but in the Church of 


England, if ſuch a Perſon has a Commiſſion | 
from the King in the Army or the Fleet, or 


any profitable Poſt, this gives him @ Right to 


come to the communion-Table; a Right to de- 


mand the holy Elements at the Prieſt's Hands, 

as a Qualification for his Poſt. 

I n the ſcriptural Church of Chriſt, there are 
no ſuch Officers ever heard of as Archb: 


fPops, 


(2 25 ) 
Deans, PIT ROW Prebendaries, Canons, 
Chancellors, &c.— But there is ether Church, 
you know, Sir, where #heſe are Officers of great 
Influence, of high Importance and Rank, But 
whence came this pompous Train ! From the 
_ apoſtolic Fountain at Feruſalem, or from the | 
corrupted Source at Rome ? 
The Church of Chriſt never excommunicates, 
nor pretends to exerciſe its Diſcipline upon any 
but its own Members; For what have I to do, 
the Apoſtle ſays, o judge them that are with- 
aul ; But the Church of England extends its 
ecclefiaſtical Authority over thoſe who never 
belonged to it; and by a very extraordinary Act 
of Power, redttiugunicates {ſuch as never were 
of its Communion ; that is, it caſts ſuch from, 
who never were in it. In common Life ſuch a a 
Thing would be reckoned marvellous indeed. 
Should I ſolemnly threaten, yea actually pro- 
ceed to caſt a Perſon out of my Houſe, who 
never was in it, I ſhould work as great a Mi- 
racle as was ever wrought in the Church of 
Rome: But Miracles of this kind, Sir, your | 
Church, you know, ſometimes works, j 
Again; the Rod with which the Church of 5 
Chriſt chaſtiſes its Delinquents is ſpiritual, not 
carnal; but the Rod of the Church of England 


is carnal, not ſpiritual. By the Conſtitution 5 


of the former, the excommunicated Member is 
only to be deprived of piritual Privileges, ſuch 
as Fellowſhip in Prayer, Singing, Sacraments, | 
&c. As for his civil Property and Rights, it 
mages not with theſe ; ; for CHRIST'S [ns : 
Dec dom 


* 1 Cor. v. 12. 
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(26) / 
dom is not of this World ; but by the Cenſtitu- 


tion of the latter, the excottimunicared Mem- 
ber is delivered over to the civil Arm, to hum- 


ble and chaſtiſe him; he is diſabled from aſ- 
ſerting his natural Rights, from being a Wit- 
neſs, from bringing Actions at Law, and if he 
docs not ſubmit in forty Days, a Writ ſhall iſſue 


forth to impriſon bim. — 


In the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, thoſe who are 
entruſted with ecclefiaſtical Diſcipline are ſo- 
lemnly charged before Gop, and the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels, to be no Re- 


ſpecters of Perſons, fo do nothing by Partiality, 


and not to prefer one before another *: Neither 
the Gold Ring nor the gay Cloathing Þ, nor pe- 
cuniary Gifts, are to have any Influence upon 
their eccle/ faftical Proceedings ; but the Poor 


are to receive the ſame Meaſure with the 


Rich. But is it thus, Sir, in the Church of 

England? May not a grievous Sinner, accord- 
ing to her Conſtitution, be ſuffered fo commute? 

to have Pardon for Money, and to ſkreen him- 


ſelf by a round Fee from the Stroke of the 


5 Church? s Rod? Yea, when he is going to be 


delivered, or actually is delivered, into the 


Hands af the Devil, and Satan has him 1 in his 


Keeping, will not an handſome Sum preſently 


8 pluck him thence, and reſtore him to the 
Church's ſoft and indulgent Boſom again? 
You remember, Sir, the Heathen Satyriſt, 


— — — At vos 


: Dia Pontifives, in Sacris quid facit Aurum. 


Perſius Sat, II. 
in. . * Alen, V 
0 And 


nd 


( 27.) 


And you know what was ſaid, upon a like Oc- 
caſion, by a much greater than he—T; by Money 


riſh with thee ; becauſe thou haſt thought that 
the Gift of G0 (Pardon and Abſolution) may 


be purchaſed with Money, thou haſt neither Part 


nor Lot in this Matter *, 
Some of the moſt ſacred Acts of 0 TY Ju- 


riſdiction, its ſolemn Cenſures and Excommuni- 
cations, are exerciſed in the Church of Eng- 


land by unconſecrated and meer Laymen. Theſe 


Hold the Keys, open or ſhut, caſt out or admit 
to it, according to their ſole Pleaſure. The 
5 Chancellors, Officials, Surrogates - who admi- 
niſter the Juriſdiction of ſpiritual Courts, and 


determine the moſt important ſpiritual Matters, 


ſuch, as delivering Men to the Devil, &c. fre- 
quently are, and by expreſs Proviſion of Law, 
always may be Laymen. And truly, Sir, I 
greatly pity you Gentlemen of the Clergy, 


that ſome of the moſt tremendous and ſolemn. 


Parts of your ſacred Office, ſuch as Excommu- 
nications, Abſolutions, &c. you are forced. to 


perform, not according to, but ſometimes, 


perhaps, directly againſt your own Judgments, 
as you are authoritatively directed and com 
manded by theſe Lay-perſens. Forced, J ſay, 
to do it, notwithſtanding what you urge about 
your own Concurrence ; for if you refuſe to con- 
cur, you are immediately liable to Suſpenſion 

ab officio & beneſicio; and if you continue ob- 
ſtinate, to be excommunicated your ownſelves . 


f . D C The 
* As viii. 20, 21. 
+ There is one Thing, ſays Biſhop Barnet, yet wanting to com- 


pleat the Reformation of che Church ; ; which i is to reſtore primi- 
| tive 
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28 N 

The Church of Jxsus ChRISH never owed 
its Support (it ſcorned to owe its Propagation 
and Support) to the Powers, Preferments and 
Riches of this World; 'twas its Glory, that it 
made its Way, and was eſtabliſhed upon Earth, 


not only without, but in direct Oppoſition to 
them: It commands its Miniſters not to STRIVE, 


but to be gentle to all Men; in Meeknefs, i. 


ſtructing oe who gainſay—(2 Tim. ii. 24, 


25.) But the Church of England, conſcious of 
1 Weakneſs, props itſelf on every Side with 


civil Dignitics and Emoluments ; calls in the 
Powers and Riches of This World to its Sup- 


port and Defence; intrenches itſelf deep under 


Shelter of penal Laws, and from thence thun- 
ders out its Excommnitations, and Threats of 


Fines, and Impriſonments, upon any who ſhall 


dare to write or ſpeak any thing derogatory to 


its Ceremonies and Forms of W or its 
Articles of Faith * *. 


There 8 


tive Diſcirline againſt W Perſons, the eſtabliſhing the Go- 


vernment of the Church in F cclefiaſtical Hands, and taking it out 


of Lay-Hands, which have io long prophancd it; and have ex- 
_ poſed the Authority of the Church and the Cenſures of it, chiefly 


Exceommunication, to the Contempt of the Nation; ſo that the 


direadfuleſt of all Cenſures, is now become the moſt ſcorned and 
deſpiſed. 


- Hiſt. Reform, Abridg. Peg. 367. | 
* 'The IV, V. VIth Canons ſolemnly denounce “ That FEY 


cc ſoever mall aflirm that the Form of Gop's Worſhip contained 


« in the Common- prayer, hath any Thing in it repugnant to the 
« Word of Gop—or that any of the XXXIX Articles are in any | 


Part erroneous, or ſuch as may not with a good Conſcience be 
„ ſubſcribed, let him be ExcoumunicaTeD ipſo facto, and 


% not be reſtored until he repent and publickly revoke his wicked : 
& Errors,” 


And by the A# of Uniformity, it is enated—< That ” any one 


T 2 LOS, or ſpeak any Thing? in the N or deprav- 


RS 


(29) 
There is one Difficulty more, | Sir, which I 
have often revolved, but could never poſſibly 
get over; it ſeems to hang as a dead and inſu- 


perable Weight upon the Frame of your Church; 


it you can handſomely remove it, you will me- 
rit Lambeth for a Reward. 


The Church of England and the cburcb F 


Cbriſt ſeem to be 8 wy Societies, abſolutely 


diſtinct, and of a quite different Conſtitution, 


as they have 70 different HEADS, or Foun- 


TAINS of Power, - whence all Authority, Ju- 
riſdiction, and Miniſtrations in the #409 a 
ſeverally ſpring. In the Church of YTeſus 


Chriſt, H1MSELF is ſupreme Head, the only 


Law-giver and Sovereign: To ws there 7s but 
ONE Lord *.. ONE ig your Maſter, even 


nsr . Gave him to be Heap over all 

Things to the Church f. ALL Powe is given 
to ME, in Heaven and in Earth, go ye therefore 
teach all Nations. CuRIST is the ONLY Foun- 
tain of Influence, juriſdiction, and Power in 


his Church, by Commiſſion from whom alone 
all its Officers We. 


But in the Church of England, you well 
know, Sir, the King or Queen is SUPREME 


HEAD, veſted with all Pcwer to exerciſe all 
Manner of Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdiction, and 
3 * — Archdeacons, and other 


08 Eccle- 


e el of. Cen -prayer, he ſboll, for the fob Of. 
4 fence, ſuffer Impriſonment one whole Year, without Bail or 
— * Majoprize ; aud tor the ſecond Offence ſhall be in mpriſe ned au. 


8 ring ts Lig 


* 1 Cor viii. 1.6. N Matt. Xii. 8. — Epheſ. i. 22. 


| Blatt xxviii. 18, 19. 
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« Eccleſiaſtical Perſons have no Manner of Ju- 
& riſdiction eccleſiaſtical, but by and under the 
„ Kine's Majeſty, who hath full Power and 


« Authority to hear and determine all Manner 
ce of Cauſes eccleſiaſtical ; and to reform, and 


© correct all Vice, Sin, Errors, Hereſies, Enor- 


«© mities, Abuſes whatſoever, which by any 


Manner of ſpiritual Authority or] uriſdiction 
cought, or may be lawfully reformed *.“ 


At the firſt Eftabliſhmcat f 


under Hen. VIII. and Edw. VI. all the Biſbops 
took out Commiſſions from the Crown, for the 


exerciſing of their ſpiritual Juriſdiction in theſe 


Kingdoms, during the King's Pleaſure only ; 


and in their Commiſſions acknowledge all 
fort of Juriſdiction, as well eccleſiaſtical as 

civil, to have flowed originally from the 
' REGAL Power, as from a ſupreme Head, and 


cc 


« Fountain and Spring of all Magiſtracy 7, 


1 


within his own Kingdom 
Yea, even the Power of Ordination itſelf, 


which is reckoned a Peculiar of the epiſcopal 


Office, the firſt Reformers and Founders of 


this Church derived from the KIxd, and ex- 
erciſed only as by Authority from him, and du- 
ring his Pleaſure. * Thus Cranmer Archbi- 
© ſhop of Canterbury, Benner Biſhop of Lon- 


ce 


don, &c. took out Commiſſions "om the 
% Crown, importing, that becauſe the Vicege- 
rent (Cromwel, a Lay-perſon) could not per- 
e attend the — in all Parts of the 


cc King- : 


* 26 Hen. vin. Cup. 37 Hen. VIII. Cap. xvii. 1 Eliz 


Cp. 1 T Burners Elf e Tan II. Col. p. *. | 


1 Bandon came, which pardoned the Adultery. It was a 


that the Parſon was /e. facto, reflored to his Benchice, ow 3 
6 918 13. | - 


37) 


« Kingdom, the 2 authoriſes the Biſhop in 


£ 


A 


his (the King's) Stead to ordain, within his 
<« 'Dioceſe, ſuch as he judged worthy of holy 
« Orders; to collate to Benefices ; to give In- 
6 ſtitution; and to execute all other [9k of 


* 


_ * the Epiſcopal Authority ; and this during the 


“ King's Pleaſure only *.“ 
In conſequence of this SUPREMACY, the 


King or Queen of this Church hath Power 
to excommunicate from, or to re-admit into it, 
independent of, yea, in direct Oppoſition to, 


all its Biſhops and Clergy, The Kine or 
QUEEN, revoke, if they pleaſe, any ſpiritual 


Cenſures of the Biſbops or Archbiſbops; yea, 
can ſuſpend, deprive, or even excommunicate, 

_ themſelves; or can, by their Proclamation only, 
without the leaſt Confeffion, Humiliation, or 
Satisfaction for their Offence, pardon and re- 
ſtore excommunicated Perſons, the vileſt Of- 
fenders, to the Church's Boſom again - 


Vea, further; they have Power to forbid all 


Preaching for a Time; as did K. Hen. VIII. 
K. Edw. VI. Q. Mary, Q. Eliz,—to limit, 
inſtruct, and preſcribe to the Clergy what they 
_ ſhall, and what they ſhall not preach ; as did 


Q Elz. K. James I. K. Charles I. K. William, 


&c — Finally, to the King or Queen ONLY does 
it pertain to declare what is HERESYV, and au- 
= WY to Meer what Do#trines and 


 Tenets : 


i ® Vid. 8 of the Cade Juris, &e. Pap. 32, 33. 
+ A Parſon was deprived for Adultery ; afterward a 3 
judged 
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3 ( 32 
T, enets are, and what are not, to be cenſured as 
ſuch : Nor have all the Biſbops and Clergy, af- 
ſembled in Convocation, the leaſt Authority to 
cenſure any Tenet as heretical, if the PRINCE 


on the Throne refuſe his Conſent. 


Now here, Sir, I am preſſed with an inſu- 


perable Difficulty how to reconcile this Conſti- 

tution of the Church of England with the Con- 

ſtitution of the Church of Grift. Are they not 
moſt indiſputably #409 different Societies, ſubject 
to tuo different, ſometimes oppoſite, Authorities, 


animated and governed by 770 different Heads? 


In CurisT's Church, HiMSELF is the only So- 
vereign and Head; HE only hath Power to de- 
cree Ceremonies and Rites, to fix Terms of 


Communion and Authority in Points of Faith: 
Nor hath any earthly Prince Power to make 


Laws in his Kingdom, which ſhall bind the a 


Conſciences of his Subjects; or ſovereignly to 
dictate to his Servants and Miniſters what they 
ſhall believe, and what they ſhall preach. Lea, 


his Subjects are expreſſiy commanded and charg- 


ed to receive nothing as Doctrine or Parts of 


Religion, which are only Commandments of 
Men * 


But in the Church of Eng 125 there is x- 


OTHER Sovereign, Ter SUPREME 
HEAD beſides IEsus CHRIST; an Authority 
which commands Things which CHRIST ne- 
ver commanded, which teaches Doctrines HE 
never taught, which enjoins Terms of Com- 
munion, and Rites of religious Worlbup, which 


— CuRIST | 
| * Matt. xv. 9. 


. 
_ Cnri1sT never enjoined.— What now can I 
judge, Sir ! What do you yourſelf judge ! but 
that the #200 Churches are two diſtinct and quite 
drfferent Societies (for in one and the ſame Soci- 
ety, ſurely there cannot be Two Supreme Heads) 
that they are framed after different Models, 
conſiſt of different Members, are governed by 
different Officers, Statutes, and Laws. Conſe- 
quently, my SEPARATION or D1ssENT from 
the one, does, by no Means infer my SEPARA- 
TION from the other. Vea, what am I to judge 
but that by the Allegiance I owe to CHRIS my 
ONLY ſupreme Head and King in ſpiritual 
| Matters, I am ob/zged to enter my Proteſt againſt 
the Pretenſions and Claims of any oTHER /u- 
preme Head. For, can a Man ſerve two MA. 
ters? Can he be ſubject at the ſame Time to 
Two ſupreme Heads? Can he be faithful to 
_ CurisrT, the only King in the Church, and 
yet acknowledge ANOTHER King, as a Fun. 
tain of all Magiſtracy and Power therein? 
,,,, TIT 
Permit me, good Sir, to exerciſe your Pa- 
tience a Moment or two more upon this re- 
markable Contraſt, and I will diſmiſs the un- 
rr EEE: 
By the Conſtitution of the Church of Chrift, 
tis expreſsly ordered and declared—That Ye 
Woman ſhall not be ſuffered publickly to teach, 
I or to ufurp Authority over the Man .. But 
I by the Conſtitution of the Church of England, 
I the Womanis Pg publickly to teach, yea, 
3 — COM . 


1 Tim. ii. 12. 
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( 34) 


To ' Lak and controul in ſpiritual and religious 
Matters, and authoritatively to INSTRUCT all the 


Biſhops, and Clergy, and Men in the Land. Thus 


did Queen Elizabeth, thus did Queen Anne, and 
thus hath every Queen Authority to do that fits 
upon our Throne; Authority to preſcribe and 


| dictate to all, both Miniſters and People, what 
the one are to preach, and the other to receive. 


And vas it not, Sir, a very comely and edify- 
ing Sight, to behold the two Houſes of Con- 
vocation waiting upon the good Queen (Anne *) 


in the Caſe of Y/hi/ton's Books upon the Tri- 
nity, to be inſtructed by her Majeſty, whether 
they were to be condemned as heretical, or not ? 


That venerable and learned Body had ſolemnly 


_ decreed them to be dangerous and heretical; 
but this their Cenſure was of no Force, till they , 
had laid it before the Queen, to have her Judg- 
ment upon the Point. Upon her Majeſty's 


Determination it entirely depended; whether 


 Whiſton's Tenets were to be rejected by the 
| Church of England as erroneous, or not. Her 
Majeſty, in this Caſe, was of a different Opi- 
nion from her two Houſes of Convocation ; ſhe 


thought not fit to cenſure the Books: So her 


lingle Opiuion, ſtrange to relate! her fngle 
Opinion carries it againſt that of her Biſbops 
and Clergy. She over-rules and ſets aſide all 
their Proceedings, reſtrains and counteratts 


them in one of the very chief of their paſtoral 


Functions, the Fu n Errors and 
Hereſies in the Saure, 5 


| Bekold 


Anno 1711. 5 8 


3 
Behold here, Sir, A WoMAN exercifing ſpi- 


vital eccleſiaſtical Authority over the Man ! 


Vea, behold the Repreſentative of the Clergy 
of the whole Land, a moſt learned, grave and 
venerable Body, waiting upon A WoManN, to 


learn from her Mouth, what the Church is to 


believe, and what to "reject, as to this great 
Myſtery of Faith : Upon a Woman who could 
be ſuppoſed to know as little of this Matter as 
of the Motion of the Stars; yet, by her ſole 
Determination, (J repeat it with Aſtoniſhment, 
and you hear it, no doubt, with Perplexity and 
Grief) your Church was uncontroulably and 
authoritatively directed in this deep and myſte- 


rious Point. 


LI aſk you, Sir, in the Name of God, Is this 
the Conſtitution and Frame of the Church of” 
 CurtsT? Is it not a Conſtitution of a quite dif- 
ferent Nature; a Society not DIVINELY, but 
bumanly inſtituted ; and, therefore, by your own 
Definition, NoT the Church of Chrift ? And 
may not, think you, a Perſon ſeparate peacca- 
bly from it, without any the leaſt Danger of 


thereby ſeparating himſelf from the one on 2 


tural, apoſtolic, and catholic Church ? 
When you ſtript the Pope of his SupRERMA- 
ev, and gave it to our Princes, you ſhould have 
taken Care not to have left his IN FALLIBILIT X 
behind. An infallible Head and Director of 
the Church, be it Woman or Man, be it an He © 
ora She-biſhop, is a Thing plauſible enough, 

and carries a good Face: But, to lodge the ab- 
pants Direction of the Conſciences, the Faith 
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( 36) 
and the Diſci 2 ne of the Church with a falli ble 


Head ! to give a Prince, yeaa Lab bred up 
in all the Softneſſes and Diverſions of a Court, 


an uncontroulable Dominion over the religious 
Conduct both of Clergy and Laity, authorita- 
tively to direct what 7hoſe are to preach, and 
what theſe to believe as the Doctrine of 


 Cur1sT ! to make xx the ſole Fudge in all 


Controverſies which ſhall ariſe upon any the 
moſt myſterious and inexplicable Points; ſo that 


all the Prieſts are to aſe Knowledge at HER 


Lips; and whatever sHE determines is to be 


received by the Church as Chriftion V. erity and 
Truth This is ſuch 4 Conſtitution as quite 


ſhocks the Underſtanding, and comes not a 


whit behind TranſubStantiation itſelf. Hence, 
_ doubtleſs, Sir, the Triumphs of Popiſh, Priefts 


over you |. Hence their Inroads upon you, and 


the thouſands they are continually carrying cap- 
tive from your Tents! And hence the ſad In- 


creaſe, and the Inſults of Deiſis, who taking 
the Scheme of the Church of England to be that 
of the Chriſtian Church, are authoriſed by com- 


mon Senſe, they think, not only to ad but 
46 treat it math Contempt! 


And now, Sir, having ſo largely Aiſcuſſed 


this Point, I preſume you are convinced, © That 


& 7his ſame peaceable Separation of ours is not, 


„ what you call it, a Piece of arrant Nonſenſe 
* and Contradiction; and that you will ceaſe 
to be ſo diſpleaſed at our treating your grave 
Lectures upon the heinous Sin of SchisM, as 


*h emn Ow 7 and eee Sc carercrous. You 


lee, 


c (37) 


| ſee, likewiſe, how extremely unapt, and quite 
wide of the Point, are the #20 Inflances you 


bring to illuſtrate our Caſe, viz. © of a Wife 


' ſeparating from the Bed and Board of her 


« Huſband — Or of two or three Counties 


* diſhiking a monarchical Government, and 
< throwing off their Allegiance to the King“ . 
Has the Church England, Sir, any ſuch Power 
or Authority over 4s Diſſenters, as the Huſband 
has over the Wife? Pray who gave it that Au- 
thority? Have we ever plighted it our Troth? 
or bound ourſelves by a ſolemn Vow to ho- 
nour and obey it to the End of our Life? Or 
have we ever ſworn Allegiance to it; or do we 
owe it any Homage; as the Counties have 


* 


ſworn and do owe to the Kings? 


1 Amongſt the peculiar Excellencies of your 


Church you reckon The Uſe of the three 


* Creed; in publick Worſhip ; as one of the 
_ ©. moſt effectual and powerful Means both for 
teaching and preſerving the Chriſtian Faith en- 
tire and uncorrupt, which we have not in our 
Churches . The Creed called the Apoſtles, 
wie have in conſtant uſe amongſt us: And as 
for the to other, eſpecially the Athanaſian, we 


are content you ſhould have the Honour of its 


being peculiar to yourſelves. But methinks, 
Sir, it ſhould a little check your Triumph over 


us here, to remember, that ſome of the wiſeſt 


and moſt illuſtrious Members of your Church, 

both Clergy and Laity, account the Uſe of this 
Creed your great Sin and Reproach, and with 
A. B. Tillocſon, wiſh you were well rid Fit. 


Lett. I. Page 72, 4 Lett. I. Pages, 
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6038) 
| What are you, Sir, amongſt the weak and 
uncharitable Minds who damn to the Pit of Hell 


all who cannot receive all the dark and myſteri- 
ous Points ſet forth in that Creed! Do you in 


your Conſcience think that there is x "SAL: 
VATION. for thoſe who do not faithfully believe 
the ſeveral Articles it contains; and that %ohoſ6- 
ever doth not keep whole and undefiled the Faith 


therein deliver'd, he ſhall wir Hour DouBrT pe- 


rifh everlaſtingly ? ? What! the many great and 


worthy Perſons, bright Ornaments of your own 
Church, who. inſtead of | keeping it whole and 
undefiled, have openly diſavow'd, preach'd and 
wrote againſt it, dying in this Diſbelief, _ 


they without perodventure everlaſti ngly - 


riſ' d? Alas! for the good Doctors 2 


Whitby, Burnet, &c. For the illuſtrious 


Sir Tack, Ec. Sc. Vea, alas! for the whole 

Greek-Church who have ſtrenuouſiy rejected the 
Article of the Filiog;—They are gone down, 
it ſeems to the infernal Pit ! And notwith- 
ſtanding their great Knowledge and Piety in 
this World, are, for not believing the Arbors: 
an Creed, funk into EVERLASTIVG DARK 


NES and DAMNATION in the other! Do you 


wonder Deiſm nn if this de rue 
Chriſtianity 2 


Tis a Fact, 1 preſume, indiſputable, that 


great Part of the moſt learned and virtuous of : 
vour Clergy are departed from the Athanafian 
Doctrine; and that thoſe of them who are 
not, do by no means think its Belief abſolutely 
wy RIOTS — to Salvation, What 


now 


now muſt 4 Deiſt think, when he hears bot 


the one and the other thirteen Times a Year, 
moſt ſolemnly declaring in the Preſence of 
"Almighty Gop, and as Inſtructors of his Peo-— 
ple, that whoever will be Javed, it is before al! 
Things neceſſary that he hold the RATHñAN ASIAN 
Faith; and moſt peremptorily denouncing EvER» 
LASTING DAMNATION upon thoſe who do not 
believe it; that is, many of them denouncing 
DAMNATION upon themſelves Is this your 
powerful and effettual Means of preſervi ng 
cc the Chriſtian Faith? -I ſhould think it 
one of the moſt effeftual to ſubvert and deſtroy 
it. It has no doubt, been in fact a great ſtum- 
bling-block in the Way of Infidels and Jews ; 
and harden'd them in their Oppoſition to 
the Religion of ChRISsT, when they fee it 
dooming to undoubted and everlaſting Perdition 
all who do not heartily and ſincerely believe 
{for that muſt be meant by faithfully) theſe 


deep and myſterious Points, which we acknow=. 


ledge to be inexplicable, and far above the 
Powers of Reaſon to comprehend. 


But the Diſſenting Miniſters, you tell eee, 


<« who have complied with the Terms of the 
<« Toleration, have ſolemnly ſubſcribed the 


e YIlth Article which approves the Athana- 


an Creed *,” Let Dr. Calamy anſwer . 0 
& The diſſenting Miniſters about the City, in 


8 Body, gave in their Senſe of the Articles 
4 when they ſubſcribed them, and among the 


$8 reſt of this VIIIth Article, in the Gloſs. : 


ce upon 


46 2 Medi, Tage *. + Life of Mr. Baue, age 236 
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. 64 


by 


e upon which, the dannatory Clauſes of this 


© Creed are expreſsly excluded the Subſcrip- 


ec tion. And there was ſomething of the ſame 


Nature done in ſeveral Parts of the Country.“ 


Now the Fathers and Predeceſſors of the pre- 
ſent diſſenting Miniſters having made this pub- 
lic Proteſt and Declaration at their Subſcrip- 


tion, and the Legi/lature having accepted, or at 
leaſt not rejected it; under the Favour of this 
Proteſt their Succeſſors may be ſuppoſed now 
to ſubſcribe with the ſame Diſapprobation of 
the damnatory Clauſe, If it were not.*to be 


thus taken, there is, I hopes not a Miniſter 
among us but would publickly 
nounce his Subſcription. 


difown and re- 


I ſhould now proceed, Si , to the Exami- | 


nation of other Parts of your Letters, to ſhew _ 
the great Inſufficiency of your Arguments and 
Objections; and to obſerve that, in many In- 
ſtances, you have extremely miſtaken and given 
quite wrong Repreſentations of our religious 
Principles and Practice, —But I relieve your 
Patience at preſent.—If this Province be un- 


dertaken by no other Hand, you may in ſome 


Time, by divine Permiſſion, expect to hear 


e 


mur wory bumble Servant, 


2 | 4 A Di ssENTER, 


